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Zighty-sixth Congress of the Wnited States of America

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, the seventh day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and fifty-nine

An Act

T'o amend the Communications Act of 1934 in order to provide that the equal-
time provisions with respect to candidates for public office shall not apply to
news and other similar programs.

Be it enucted by the Senate and Ilouse of Representatives of the
I"nited States of Americe in ('ongress assembled, That section 315(a)
of the Communications et of 1934 is amended by inserting at the end
thereof the following sentences: “Appearance by a legally qualified
candidate on any—

*(1) bona fide newsecast,

*(2) bona fide news interview,

*(3) bona fide news documentary (if the appearance of the can-
didate is incidental to the presentation of the subject or subjects
covered by the news documentary), or 4

*(4) on-the-spot coverage of bona fide news events (including
but not limited to political conventions and activities incidental
thereto),

shall not be deemed to be use of a broadcasting station within the
meaning of this subsection. Nothing in the foregoing sentence shall
be construed as relieving broadeasters, in connection with the pre-
sentation of newscasts, news interviews, news documentaries, and on-
the-spot coverage of news events, from the obligation imposed upon
them under this \\ct to operate in the public interest and to afford
reasonable opportunity for the discussion of conflicting views on
issues of public importance.”

Sec. 2. (a) The Congress declares its intention to reexamine from
time to tinie the amendment to section 315(a) of the Communications
Aet of 1934 made by the first section of this \Act, to ascertain whether
such amendment has proved to be effective and practicable.

(b) To assist the ('ongress in making its reexaminations of such
amendment, the Federal Communications Commission shall include in
each annual report it makes to Congress a statement setting forth (1)
the information and data used by it in determining questions arising
from or connected with such amendment, and (2) such recommenda-
tions as it deems necessary in the public interest,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.



